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REGIONAL MEETING OF THE A.A.H.D. 
P/ From New York City comes the news that members of the 
cademy from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
and Massachusetts have planned to hold meetings twice a year, 
and have already carried out one program at Columbia Univer- 
sity on the 20th of June. The next meeting, which will take 
place in December or January at the College of Dentistry, New 
York University, will feature an exhibit of rare books from 
Dr. Blum's and Pr. Veinberger's libraries. The group proposes 
to prepare an extensive historical exhibit for the Centennial 
of the American Dental Association in 1959. 


It 1s doubtful whether rogional mectings of the Academy could 
be regularly held in any other part of the country. The 

scattering of the membership is too great. A summary of the 
membership by sections and states reveals the following: 


New England 10: Connecticut 8; Maine 0; Massachusetts 1; 
New Hampshire 0; Rhode Island 1; Vermont O. 

Middle East 30: Delaware 0; District of Columbia h; 
Maryland 1; New Jersey 2; New York 18; Pennsylvania 3; 

West Virginia 2. 

South East 12: Alabama 1; Arkansas 1; Florida 1; Georgia 1; 
Kentucky 1; Louisiana 2; Mississippi 1; North Carolina 1; 
South Carolina 1; Tennessee 1; Virginia l. 

South West 3: Arizona 0; New Mexico 0; Oklahoma 1; Texas 2. 
Central 20: Illinois 2; Indiana 3; Iowa 0; Michigan ; 
Minnesota 0; Missouri 5; Ohio 3 Wisconsin l. 

North West 7: Colorado 4; Idaho 0; Kansas 1; Montana 0; 
Nebraska 2; North Dakota 0; South Dakota 0; Utah 0; 

Wyoming O. 

Far West 10: California 9; Nevada 0; Oregon 1; YVashington 0. 


It may be surprising that some states have no membership at 
all and that the membership from some of the larger states is 
exceedingly small; for instance, Illinois. Surely, there 
should be some persons in Iowa and Minnesota sufficiently 
interested in the history of dentistry to become members. 


EMILE MAGITOT (1833-1897) 

B/ J. F. Volker, the in-coming president of the International 
Association for Dental Research, on the occasion of his inau- 
guration, gave an address entitled "Emile Magitot 'The father 
of experimental dentistry'," which is published in the Journal 
of the Canadian Dental Association 22:397-03, July 1956. 

Dr. Volker believes that the contribution of the great French 
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stomatologist entitles him to a position alongside of G. V. 
Black and W. D. Miller. The struggle between the stomatolo- 
gists and the odontologists is alluded to. The enmity between 
Magitot and the non-medical dentists is evidenced by a remark 
at the close of the obituary by Dr. E. Suavez which he wrote 

"Since the formation of the school there has been a com- 
stant struggle between the chief of stomatology and his 
adherents, and those founders of dental colleges who have 
consecrated so much time and energy to the one object. 
To-day the founder of stomatology is dead; the most 
powerful adversary of the schools is gone, and a new era 
looms before us,--an era of fusion and peace." 

(translated, Dental Cosmos 39:681 August 1897.) 


While Dr. Volker's account deals mostly with the two most im- 
portant contributions of Magitot--namely, his work on the 
development of the teeth and his investigation of caries~--an 
article by Magitot's granddaughter, Claude Gruber-Magitot, in 
L'Infermation Dentaire 35:1480-1l87 Nov. 19, 1953, recounts 
more of his personal life, and with Dr. Volker's article 
gives a fair biography. 


THE TOOTHBRUSH IN ITALY 
B/ The toothbrush was very little known in Venice in the 


middle years of the eighteenth century and did not apparently 
come into common use until the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. This is the thesis of Guido Rizzi in an article 
entitled "Una Galanteria Francesa del Siglo SVIII: El Cepillo 
de Dientes" (A French Elegance of the Eighteenth Century: The 
Toothbrush) in Anales Espanoles de Odontoestomatologia 15:270- 
275 April 1956. The author quotes the correspondence of one 
Cayetano Casali, a dentist, dated 1761, in which he says, "If 
one does not wish to use a handkerchief (to apply the tooth 
get one can better make use of a brush with bristles." 

he toothbrush was first illustrated in Italy by the dentist 
Maurez of Milan in 1841, and it was apparently about this 

time that it came into general use. 


HISTORY OF THE ROENTGEN FILM 

r Arthur W. Fuchs (American Journal of Roentgenolo 75330- 
7 Jan. 1956) has traced the “Evolution of Roentgen PL im® a 

used in medical and dental diagnosis. An abstract appears in 

Dental Abstracts 1:259-260 May 1956. 


ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


I/ An interesting article on the various buildings in which 
the Odontological Society was housed is published in the 


Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, )8:977-982 Nov. 
1955. This account is an address by the president of the 


Section of Odontology, C. Bowdler Henry. 
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